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INTRODUCTION

AVIEWTO AKILL

The BirdLife Partnership presents THE KILLING 2.0 — the second installment in our ongoing series
of scientific reviews led by BirdLife exposing the scale and scope of the illegal killing of birds across
critical regions. The first installment, published in August 2015, shocked many by revealing the brutal
extent of the bird crime taking place in the Mediterranean. To those results, we now also add the
results compiled from Northern Europe, Central Europe and the Caucasus. Next year, we will be
extending our eagle eye towards the Arabian Peninsula and Persian Gulf.

Beyond the Mediterranean, birds are primarily killed illegally for sport in the Caucasus and for both
sport and predator or ‘pest’ control in Northern Europe and Central Europe. In Azerbaijan alone,
hundreds of thousands of waterbirds (between 160,000 and 900,000) are thought to perish each
year. lllegal killing by ‘tourist-hunters’ is rampant across Central Europe. In Romania, for example,
Eurasian Skylarks are not traditionally hunted and are protected by law, yet thousands of these
delicate passerines are killed each year within its borders by foreign hunters.

The toll imposed by illegal killing in each country may for some species, like Little Bustard or White-
headed Duck, be too great for the population to bear. For some migratory species, illegal killing in
each country along their route, alongside mortality from legal hunting and more diffuse threats like
habitat loss, may add up to a significant impact.

Predators have become the prey, with the review identifying raptors as the bird group with the
highest percentage of species affected by illegal killing. Sadly, all but one of the 52 species present
in the surveyed regions are being affected by this threat. The protection and provisions of the Birds
Directive, CMS and Bern are not currently being implemented in many countries where the reality
is un-checked persecution through poisoning, shooting and trapping at the hands of some land
managers and those who target them for ‘sport’.

Like the piercing cry of the raven, our study issues an anxious warning call and establishes a baseline
— going forward, there is an urgent and inescapable need for better monitoring of this scourge. We
can clearly see that illegal killing is happening — and that it is happening on an epic flyway scale. We
arrive, therefore, at a troubling conclusion: the scale of the killing may be massively underestimated.

Despite legal protections enshrined in the Council of Europe and European Union law, the illegal
killing of birds continues largely unabated across the old continent, all the way from the Atlantic to
the Caspian Sea.

There is hope — the governments of the Mediterranean and Europe are starting to work together in
international forums to face this difficult issue head on and share information and ideas on how to
tackle it. In some cases, as in Cyprus, action plans are drawing together all national stakeholders to
help. Efforts to tackle illegal killing on the ground are starting to bear fruit when this happens.

Success will require much greater political commitment, much greater investment in enforcement,
stronger penalties and better monitoring of the issue from governments, zero tolerance of illegal
killing among hunting and the communities at large and greater awareness and a stronger voice
from civil society. A cultural sea change is required if we want these protected birds to be seen as an
incredible view to be marvelled at and not ‘a view to a kill' down the barrel of a gun.

Better monitoring and increased surveillance of this issue is urgently needed in most countries to
increase detection of crimes, help identify priorities for action and to measure progress.

BirdLife International is the global champion for safe flyways. We are committed to continue to use
science to underpin conservation action and to work with all stakeholders to stop illegal killing.

Patricia Zurita
BirdLife International, CEO

Find out how you can help at
www.birdlife.org/illegal-killing
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ARE THEIR DAYS

NUMBERED?

CHAPTER The death toll

A staggering 66%

The population impacts

MALLARD
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IN FOR

THE KILL

CHAPTER For the sport of it.

Controlling factors.

Food for thought?

A case of mistaken identity.

EURASIAN SKYLARK
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CHAPTER The killing is widespread.

The 20 worst locations

The top 6 kill zones

The illegal killing hotspots

LITTLE BUSTARD
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CHAPTER When predators become the prey.

In absolute numbers,

The raptors of the skies,

EURASIAN BUZZARD
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CHAPTER Death under the sun.

Taking ‘The Killing’ to task.

Keeping score.
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Photo Commitee against Bird Slaughter (CABS)
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FLYING INTO
THE FACE OF DANGER

The Africa-Eurasia flyway connects
: the breeding grounds of Europe and
¥ North-West Asia with the wintering
-grounds in Africa, and includes vital
top-over sites in the Middle-East and
@diterranean.

The latest data on illegal bird Kill-
ing from Northern Europe, Central
Europe and the Caucasus — com-
bined with data from BirdLife’s 2016
review of illegal killing in the Mediter-
ranean — provides a vivid picture of
the dangers faced by migratory birds
as they make their perilous journeys
along the flyway.

The flyways are one long obstacle
course: the threat of illegal killing in
k| each country along a species’ route

N g1 — and on top of other threats such as
N’; habitat loss — may just be too much
1N 5 for some species to bear. This is espe-
R * - cially true in cases where the species
T is Near Threatened, like the Little Bus-

5 tard Tetrax tetrax or the White-headed
‘ duck Oxyura leucocephala.

More data and monitoring is desper-
ately needed to track progress on the
2 and make flyways the safe routes
ds deserve. Together, we must
ecisively — and soon. The alarm-

ays, inadequate
plementation —

) EASTATLANTIC
) BLACK SEA-MEDITERRANEAN

EAST ASIA-EAST AFRICA
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